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d engineers agree on is this: it’s
ier for everyone when cars and
es share the roads.

3ike paths are well-intentioned,
serious cyclists, but no thanks,
'd rather be on the roads.

Vhile most cyclists feel un-
afortable riding in the roadway
ng bigger, motorized vehicles,
2 paths cause more problems
1 they solve, say engineers and
lists.

‘A nun’iber of studies indicate

yelists are safer when riding on ;

normal road surfzce than on a
arate bike path,” said Herbert
‘kin, Kalamazoo County Road
nmission engineer-manager.

'Bicyclists eccupying a portion .

the roadway can expect the
1e¢ maintenance normally af-
ded for the roadway,”’ he said
separate bike path requires a
ch higher level of maintenance
d more expensiv
intenance.”

‘Glass is a very great problem
hike paths,”’ said Jim Stark,

amazoo Bicycle Club member
ke paths are an excellent alter

ive, but only if they're totally'

arated from the roadway so the
1t-of-way conflict is avoided.”’

‘ne only designated bike paths
he Kalamazoo area are on West
n Street and along Oakland
ve. Plans for a route connecting
vard Street and West Main and
ike path included in a Mosel
e bridge project have been
tponied because federal fun-
r was withdrawn, Larkin said.

Right now all our plans that
ud have provided paths are, in
sct, put off for a year,” he said.

o. at this point, it looks like
ists will be riding in the road-
's this summer, no matter what
intentions of engineers or the
1es of cyclists.

We feel the best altermative

icyclists say shari
better than using bike pat

One thing most bike riders and |
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JIMSTARKUSES BRICYCLE TOHAUL THINGS
Me’'s member of Kalamazoo Bicycle Club
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would be for people to learn to  With the bike path projects in
ride together properly,”” said limbo, that appears to be the cnly
Stark. _alternative.



