The Rapid Wheelmen have one. The tiny
Battle Creek Bike Club has one. For gosh
sakes, the TCBA in Lansing has four or five!
For years, people have been asking “why
doesn’t the Kalamazoo Club host a tour?”
Good question. We have some of the nicest
roads for touring and some of the friendliest
Club members. With KBC's desparate fi-
nancial sitnation, a2 Kalamazoo county tour
seems a natural. Inyears past, however, the
KBC has been spread pretty thin. When
asked to volunteer their time, KBC members
have always come out in support of bicy-
cling in Kalamazoo county. A perceived
lack of focus, and a plethora of one-time
Club efforts, however, have exhausted the
Club's volunteers.

At a Club meeting in 1991, Houston Peter-
son, local racer and Club member asked the
“why no tour” question. Not getting a good
answer, he took matters into his own hands
and promised to lock into organizinga KBC
tour for 1993,

Recent events have decided for us, how-
ever, that 1992 will be the year that a tradi-
tional KBC tour getsitsstart. Inearly March,
Judy McClain Lukich, director of the Kala-
mazoo Flowerfest contacted the Club, ask-
ing us to consider hosting a bike tour con-
nected with the Flowerfest. This affiliation
with the Flowerfest presents KBC with a
number of advantages:

e Publicity: free publicity in Flowerfest lit-
erature.

o Credibility: The Flowerfest is an annual
festival in Kalamazoo, well-known in the
community.

¢ Organizational support. KBC should be
able to tap in to existing Flowerfest sponsors
and supporters.

Done right, the continuing KBC Flowerfest

Bicycle Tour (FFBT) will become the corner-
stone of KBC fund-raising over the years fo
come. With the sponsors of the Kal-Haven
Trail Blazer becoming less and less willing to
share proceeds of that tour with KBC, despite
our volunieer support,it’sclear that KBC needs
a fundraiser of its own. The Stage Race will
provide us with a racing-format fundraiser in
the Spring. The Flowerfest Tour will be our
other fundraising venue, in the later sumrner.

General Flowerfest Tour in-
formation:

» What: A KBC-sponsored, family-oriented
bicycle tour in Kalamazoo county.

» When: tentatively scheduled for Sunday,
July 26.

» Routes: 25, 50, and 100 kilometers (i3, 31,
and 62 miles) around Kalamazoc county.

» Amenities: Free Flowerfest Tour waterbotile,
Sag stops with refreshments, sag wagon sup-

port.

Volunteer Job Descriptions:

Now is the time to pick the volunteer spot that
best fits your talents. We will staff the follow-
ing positions on a half-day basis, sc you can
volunteer and still enjoy the tour:

i members:
KBC members have already volunteered i
head most of the committees involved with
the FFBT. Commitiee heads are stil available
for Sag Stops and volunteer recruitrnent.

Hnlpdevelep nder packets (maps, etc) obtam
final registrationlist, distribute registration
packetsand check inriders, acceptday-of-ride

Please Continue on Page 4
1

April, 1892

In
This
issue:
Al Sabo

Closed
3

April Ride
Calendar
5

Classifieds
4

KBC Tour
1

March Min
nutes

Spike Bike
6




April KBC
Meeting—

New Meet-
ing Site

The Aprii KBC
Meeting will be
held on Monday,
April 6 at Kalama-
zoo Central High
School. Parkinthe
large student lot,
and enter at the
"office” door.

Ride Lead-
ers Needed

Weneed ridelead-
ers for ALL week-
day rides in May.
A ride leader
merely needs to
bring a map and
signup sheet to the
ride site.

The ride leader
does NOT need to
ride sweep nor of-
fer repairs to nid-
ers. To volunieer,
call the rideline or
anyone on the
phene number list
on page 8.

Ic

The March Kalamazoo Bicycle Club meeting
was held on Monday, March 2 at 700 p.n.
Below is a summiary of topics covered.

KBC Soring Open House

The KBC Spring Open House will be held on
Saturday, May 2 at the Concord Place Apart-
menis clubhouse on KL Avenue. There willbe
a ride at 3:00 with socializing and refresh-
ments at 5:00. Please bring beverages, a snack
to pass, and new prospective members.

Summer Meetings

Summer meetings, beginning with the April
meeting, will be held at Kalarmazoo Central
High School.

KBC Jerseys

The first jersey order is in, with over 50 gar-
ments (jerseys and skinsuits) ordered. Mike
Teel, who is handling the order for the Club,
will putin another order later in the spring. To
try on a jersey to determine the correct size,
come to the Aprilmeeting. For more informa-
tion about jerseys, contact Mike.

MNewslelters

All members who haven’t renewed will be
sent a special notice containing a membership
form. This will be their final mailing.

Rider Speed Incompatibiiity

For the 351st consecutive KBC meeting, we
discussed riders unhappy about being unable
o keep up with other riders, and how to make
themhappy. Aftermuch discussion, the group
decided thatateach Clubride membersshouild
ride at a pace that they like and not worry
about anyone else, and stop whining. Really.

Safety Commitiee

Safety guy Dave Deright reported that there
is tremendous community interest in ob-
taining bicycle safety information. Parents
want and need information about how to
keep their children safe on their bicycles.
The club is distributing information via
bicycle retailers and public schools.

KBC Videso

Kalamazoo Public Access television will
make available video equipment and virtu-
ally unlimited broadcast ime. Anyone who
has interest and/or experience in video
production, please contact Shirley Williams.

Portage Field Day

KBC will participate in the 1992 Portage
Community Field Day held on Saturday,
May 30. This will e animportant opporiu-
nity for KBC to gain exposure and new
members. We will have a booth where we
will present KBC and safety information
and roller riders to gain information. If you
can spare an hour or two, please call Dave
Deright at 381-2678.

Stage Race

Mike Teel, bike racer and XBC wunderkind
reported that the KBC Stage Race passed an
important hurdle recently by securing a
tentative $3500 sponsorship from Physicians
Health Plan. PHP has been a strong sup-
porter of bicycling in the past and the Stage
Race is lucky to have them on board for 92

MMBA Benefit Hace

Amountainbike race will be held on May 31
at Yankee Springs Recreation Area to bene-
fit the Michigan Mountain Bike Association.
The funds will go to develop new bike trails
at Yankee Springs.




.. and 1o everyone else, for at least two
months, and maybe forever. In a surprise
move, the Kalamazoo ity commission,
during their March 2 meeting, closed the Al
Sabo Land Preserve to allow the park’s ere-
sion to heal itself. The decision followed a
long history of the cornrnission being ha-
rangued by the local Sierra Club to prevent
use by bicyclisis. The self-appointed Kala-
mazoo Environmental Concerns Commmit-
tee, a mouthpiece for the Sierra Club has, in
session after session, jold tales of mass de-
struction and erosion at the hands of hordes
of marauding cyclists at Al 5abo.

The Land Preserve, adjcining Kalamazoo
Valley Community College, isa City of Kala-
mazop water well field. The land was do-
nated to the city with the condition that it be
maintained as a public land preserve. The
local Sierra Club volunteered to help main-
tain trails, overlooks, and bridges. With the
advent of mountain biking at Al Sabo, the
Kalamazoo Bike Club and its members also
volunteered time to maintain trails. Atihat
e, KBC representatives contacted Vemn
Mills, the Sierra Club member in charge of
Al Sabo frail maintenance, to find out how
the two groups could bestcooperateinterms
of land usage and in terms of trail mainte-
nance. It was hoped that Kalamazoo could
be the exception to the Sierra Club’s nation-
wide anti-bicyclist stance. The oyclists in-
volved agreed to work on the Sierra Club’s
terms, on their regular maintenance days, at
their direction. Over the ensuing time, KBC
members have worked on trails, side-by-
side with Sierra Club members. KBC mem-
bers Paul Wells, Steve Cox, and Mike Teel
have been instrumental in this work, and
EBC members often ocutnumbered Sierra
Club members during the monthly work
sessions.

Despite our efforts to cooperate with the 5i-
erra Club, they earlier this year recom-
mended to the Water Department, which is
in charge of Al Sabo, that Al Sabo be closed
to bikes because of erosion damage. Bruce
Minsley of the water department personally
surveyed the land preserve and found in-

significant amounts of additional emvosion
caused by cyclists. Al Sabolieson hilly, sandy
soil. Errosion has existed at Al Sabo long
before theadventof mountain bikes. Increased
use by all groups has shown on Al Sabo trails.

Frustrated by Minsley's objective assessment,
the Sierra Club circumvented normal proce-
dures and went directly to the City Commis-
sion, giving opinions directly divergent from
Minsley’s, decrying cyclists as the scourge of
the environment, Al Sabo included. The City
Commissioncalled thesituationa “usergroup”
dispute and refused to close the preserve o
cyclists. They appointed an Al Sabo Land Use
committee to make recommendations. The
committes consisted of a Sierra Club member,
a Cyclist, a Boy Scout camp (which ajoins Al
Sabo} official, and another citizen, The com-
mittegis still studying the izsue and will rake
recormmendations in the future.

Once again frustrated at the City’s refusal to
bend to their wishes, Sierra Club members
refused to wait for the comnmitier’s recoms-
mendations and continuaily broughi the
mnatter before the commission. The Sierra
Club also went directly to the local press,
presenting their gpinions as fact. Localreport-
ers were taken in, and Sierra Club dogma has
appeared in the Iocal newspaper and on local
radio, as fact. Meanwhile, the City Commis-
sion, tired of hearing the issue at meeting after
meeting, decided to simply close the park to
everyone for at least two months.

What Now?

Now, hopefully, the Land Use Committee will
make recommendations for cooperation and
land use by all groups.

New

Maembers

Bill Alfred

Robert Blanchard
Betty Caldwell
Jerry DeVries
Molly Fairbanks
Breit Fisher

Judy Freeman
Paul Guimond
David, Jerry, Mari-
lyn, Mark, and
Brian Koenig
Tom Moceri
Brian, JoAnna,and
Garret Phipps
Leah and Richard
Pulaski

Mark Yancey
Andrew Bohy
Steven Candill
Matt, Kim, and
Michelle Davies
Richard Garcia
Annetie Gassner
Scott, Rebeoca, and
Monica Harmsen
Mark Kerstetter
Ann Mongreig
Silvia Roederer
Dhane and Michagl
Schafer

Leslie, Nicholas,
Monica, and Anifa
Tung




Classifieds

FOR SALE:

Yakima Roof Rack
for car with rain
gutters. Complete
with two bike
mounis. CHEAP!
Call Marc at 731-
2739,

WANTED:

Person with
moped or small
moloreycle to do
motorpacing. Fee
paid. Call Hous-
ton at 343-1414,

Bicvele. Poor fa-
ther would like a
19"/48 cm frame
touring bike for
davghter. Calljimn
al 349-1744

Newsletier
Deadline

The dealine forthe
May newsletter is
April 15, Mail
anything for the
newsleter o me;

Pedal Press

¢/ 0 Marc Luoma
1I2W. Van Buren
Augusta, MI 49012

or call me at 731-
2739,

- from Fred Funster, aka Cal Lamereaux

Touringis fun. The more fit [ am, the more fun
itis. Therefor, Istopevery halfhourand letmy
heart rate drop down. This maximizes the
aerobic conditioning effect. The computer
automatically stops while I am stopped, since
Isetit up that way. If I were 1o pass a frozen
yogurt store every half hour, that would be
perfect,

Iwanted tobeascomfortableonabikeasfwas
last fali, so liried to get outevery week, When
Twas finally able to geton thebikeand ride my
traditional ride arcund the lake, 18 mules, |
found that I had not quite kept up my condi-
ticning. 1 had made it in my old time, but the
hills were a bit steeper that they were last fall,

and I had to stop 3 times for trail mix and
water, in addition to my usual half-hourly
breaks.

The elapsed time (about Z hours) was per-
fect, because I got home before it was too
dark. Ionly had to take off my shades for the
last half mile. 1 haven't even locked at the
computer yet to see what my average speed
was, but I believe it was close to what it was
last yvear,

In suwmmary, average speed riding and
elapsed time are both interesting, butwhat
is most important is getiing home in time
for supper, and not “dying” while doing it!

Kalamazoo Tour (continuad)

registration forms, collect money, answer
questions. Hand out water bottles to first 300
registrants. Six volunieers needed.

Course (HMouston Pelerson-343-1414):
Develop the course, have raps printed, make
template and paint arrows on the road, build
and post lermnporary road signs, communicate
with Kalamazoo County Road Commission,
conduct trial ride prior to the event. Seven
volurnieers needed.

Bag bSlop Workers {gommittes chair open);
Get ford and drink from a central location,
drive to the sag stop, set up a table, arrange
fruit and cookies on the table, keep up the
supply, and generally schmooze with friendly,
fycra-clad bikers, take down the table and take
back the exira food. Aboutfour volunieers for
each stop.

Spounsorship Seekers (Shirley Williams-329-
4003, Dave DeRight-381-2678)

People who will approach their employers,
acquaintances, et to get sponsorship. We
need: sag services, safety check, sag service
material (tires, tubes, etc.} road paint, sign
materials, use of facilities, tables and chairs for
sag stops, trash cans, food, drink, cups, paper,
printing, postage, cellular phones, and CA$H.
Thisis VITAL! Without sponsorship we can't

show a profit. Sponsors will get all the pub-
lcity we van give them.

Publicity (Marc Lunma-731-2759%
Someone to contact radio, TV, and newspa-
pers, and have thern cover ourevent. Oneor
two volunteers needed.

Sag Wapons (Mark Fluhards-345-8582)
Drive the route in your van, truck, or car
with bike rack. Look forridersat the sideof
theroad. Askifthey need mechanical help.
if they need help, do what you can, or take
them to the start point, where a mechanic
will be waiting to help. About eight velun-
tesrs needed.

afety (Jim Wyrick-349-1744)

Provide all riders with safely information
and programs as appropriate. About three
volunteers needed.

Rem"m% V@Eumeers via teiephone Distrib-
ute job descriptions.

Adminisivation (Nangv DeBoer-376-7198%
Coordinate committee chair activities, li-
ason with Flowerfest director.

To volunteer, call the chair of the committee
on which you'd Hike to serve or Nancy De-
Boer at 376-7198 during the day.
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Saturday
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» KBC Mesting @ - Ride: 6:30 @ KVOC | - Ride: 5:30 @ Kal. |- Fide: 630 @ > flide: 830 @ « Fide 12:00 noon
Kalamazoo Central Scooters in Scofts Billy's in @ KVOC-Brad
High School Galasburg-Ann Cansgrove.
Johnson
(327-0342)
& 10 11
»2:00pre, 5, 10 = Fidde: 6:30 at Texas |+ Ride: 6:30 @ =FAide 630 @ Kal. | Ride: 830@ = Ride: 6:30 @ *2:00pm, 3,10
miles, flat, slow, Corners—Mark KVCC-Dave Deright | Central MS.~Eric | Scooters in Scotls Billy's in miles, flat, slow,
from Pavilion Erhardt (345-8582)  |(381-2678) Galesburg-Ann from Green
Township Hall, O Johnson Meadows School
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by Bob Fishell

[In the year 1998, one man fights the tyranny of
the automobile. Now he faces a much greater
evil..] —

Morgan'slaughter died downand my siruggles
ceased-—partly because I'd managed to par-
tially free my right leg, and partly because {
needed a cool head o size up the situation. 1
was alive only because of Morgan’s maniacal
ego. He'd conquered Spike Bike, and couldn't
resistconfronting me, justto gloat. [studied the
device on the desk before me. One of the dis-
plays on the suitcase Bomb was changing. It
read:

3:58:21... 3:58:20... 3:58:19...

I'had to keep Morgan talking, to find out what
he had planned, and to divert his atfention
frommy quiet struggles with the leg restraints,
He evidently hadn’t realized the sirengthina
cyclist’s legs. As I exerted steady, concerted
pressure, the strandsof tape toreslightly on the
squared corners of the chair logs. Eventually,
they would break and my legs, if not my arms,
would be free.

“You'll never get away with it. Even lacocca
wouldn'tapproveof nuking an Americancity.”

“Actually, he doesn’t know anything about it.
He'smuainly a figurehead, anyway. Pasttheage
of retirement, you know. In any case, four
hours from now—inake that three hours and
fifty-six minutes—your friendsdown there wili
be radicactive vapor, and the people wil thave
to lock to the only goveranment they have—
us—1o see them through the ensuing interna-
tional crisis. And you, my friend, will go down
in history as the most infamous terrorist of all
time.”

“The bomb goes off in four hours?”

“10:00 PM sharp. Senator Crisp should just be
finishing his speech to the convention around

then. I'li belong gone by then, driving west
toward Chicago. Couldn’t take achance on
the airlines. You, on the other hand, will be
right here, snoozing away on another dose
ofaneprazine—that’s the stuff we shot you
with downstairs, You'll havethe whole
building to yourself. We gave the cleaning
staff the nightoff——not much point in mop-
ping the restrooms in the middle of ground
Zero, is there?

“Well, Spike, it’s been nice meeting you in
person, but [ have pressing matters to ai-
tend to. It seemns there’s no way to disarm
thisthing once the countdown hasstarted—
which it has—and Detroit is fast becoming
a crummy place to be.”

He extracied a hypo from a briefcase on the
desk. My legs were not quite free. Thad to
stall hima few moments more, fan his ego.

“Orne more thing. How did you find me?”

“The computers did it. Took us a long time.
Seerns you always traveled under assumed
names, paying with cash for your airline
tickets. But you used your family’sbusiness
shipments to transport your weapons and
bicycles by rail and truck to the areas you
hit. It was just a routine audit of our ship-
ping records, anything to get a lead. When
we found out that Spiro Bikopoulis, former
bicycle racer, was shipping merchandise to
arcas that were shortly thereafter visited by
Spike Bike,we had a pretty good idea who
you were,

“That business you pulled back in Illinois
confirmed it. Incidentally, that was a half-
million dollar chopper you blew up. Fortu-
nately for us, the pilot radiced your situ-
ation just before you smoked him, 80 we
had the train diveried here. Quite a siroke
of luck for us; we got some nice pictures.
The security carmeras caught your entrance

Please contlnue on the next page.




Mondays

Recovery ride from Texas Drive Park on
Texas Drive (Milham Rd.), almost to 8th
Street. 20-30 miles, usually quite flat. Led,
as always, by Mark “12-Tooth” Ehrhardt
and/or Jeff “Big Bunny” Wetters.

T

A new ride for 1992, Leaves from the same
site as race team sprint ride, Kalamazoo
Valley Comumunity College on the corner of
Sth Streetand O Ave. Mestin theparkinglot
near the Gym entrance {near the tennis
courts). Probably the usual 20-30 miles. Led
twice this month by Dave “Safety Man”
Deright.

Wednesdays

Hilly ride from Kalamazoo Central High
School. Abcut30miles. Led in April by the
lovely and talented Eric Mcintyre.

Thursdavs

The Ice Cream Cruise returns for the third
season! Starts at Scotts Elementary School
on Gl Ave., just east of 36th Streetin down-
town Scotts. Ride a leisurely 13-30 miles

{many roules usually offered) then go back to
Scooters Mailt Shop for ice cream and conver-
sation. Led this month by the recalcitrant
Mar¢ "Bad Attitude” Luoma.

Yridays

The ever-popular Tour de Guil Lake is back.
Starts at Billy’s, one block east of the five-way
intersection in downiown Galesburg. The
demeanor of this ride depends entirely on
who shows up. Usually a reasonable cruise
with a couple of uphill jams thrown in; but if
Erhardt shows up, hike up the lederhiosen, it's
time for the hammerfest. Led in April by Ann
“MNice Tan” Johnson.

Saturdays/ Sundays

A new concept for KBC, the baturday family
ride. The watchword for Saturdays is SLOW,
(et casual; take it easy; mellow cut... KVCC
ride {see Tuesdays above for start) led by
“Smilin™ Brad Cosgrove, starting at 12:00
noon. One Saturday, one Sunday ride led by
Phil "The Professor” Caruso {see calendar for
detail},

Bpike Biks {coniinued}

downstairs and got a nice close-up of your
face before we trangued vou. It was not
strictly necessary, but it will add credibility
to the story of the world’s first nuciear ter-
rorist. [n a few days, the tape will be on
every TV screenin America, along with the
stuff we gotin New Mexico.”

“You got a ringer for me.”

“Remarkable likeness, at least from a dis-
tance, Good with weapons, too, an ex-Ma-
rine, like yourself. Down on his luck, poor
chap. He was more than happy to work with
us after we got him off death row in Califor-
nia. He ook to a mountain bike like a natu-
ral. Did a greatjob forusinNew Mexico. We
need more men like him. Pity you don't
work for us, Spike. Well, Spike, Icould goon
for hours, but I really should be going. Have
anicenap.”

He prepared the hypo and crossed from be-
hind the desk. My legs werefree. Iwould have
just one chance. As he drew close to admini-
ster the shot, [ rocked back on the chair and
kicked up viclently with both legs, catching
Morgan in the rib cage. The thrust hurled him
through the air several feet, until his back
crashed through the expansive, mural win-
dow. They say that from 103 floors up, you're
dead before you hit the ground. I always
thought it was a myth, but I didn’t hear him
screarning the whole way down, just 30 floors
or so. Maybe there’s something to it after all.

My hands were still bound. [lay onthe heavily
carpeted floor,alone with the Bomb.

3:42:01... 3:42:00... 3:41:59...

*TO BE CONTINUED *




Kalamazoo Bicycle Club

P.O. Box 527

Kalamazoo, Mi 49005
Address Correclion Requested

Name:

Street:

City, State:

Zip, Phone:
Type of Membership (circle one)
individual ($17) Family ($20)
Student/Senior ($15)

Family Member Names

Mazii to: KBC, Box 527, Kalamazoo, Mi 49005

'hone Numbers

President ........... Jeff Wetters ......... 375-0940

Vice-President ... Shirley Williams ... 329-4003

Treasurer........... Nancy DeBoer .....376-7198
Race Team ........ Mike Teel ............. 344-7354
Database ........... Phil Caruso .......... 381-0135
Newsletter.......... Marc Luoma......... 731-2739
Ride Line ........... Ann Johnson........ 327-7767

Kal-Haven Trail-
Biazer Liason.....Charlie Fuentes ...

| Stage Race........ Gary Goscenski ...343-0488
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